DISCIPLINE OF CHRISTIANITY

FACULTY OF ARTS & CULTURE
EASTERN UNIVERSITY, SRI LANKA
GENERAL DEGREE PROGRAM - DETAILED SYLLABUS

CORE COURSES

The B.A General Degree Programme on Christianity as a Discipline is composed of three years
duration, with two semesters per year. During the semester four courses are conducted, which
carry a total of 08 credits. A course caries two credits when it involves student conduct two
hours each week in a semester.

On completion of the General Degree in Christianity a student would have acquired certain
degree of knowledge in the human, social, religious sciences, based on the Discipline, in
addition to their methods and related ethical issues.

They would also be provided with opportunities to develop their abilities in producing tutorials,
expressing certain depth studies and insights on given topics connected with the Discipline in
today’s context, to make their study programme relevant.

Sometime group activities as well as individual opportunities to express in public what they
have learnt, are also provided, in order to enable the students to become professional speakers
on given topics.

LEARNING OUTCOMES

B.A General Degree students in the Discipline on Christianity at the completion of the degree
will be able to:

Discuss the major theories and concepts in Christianity and its sub fields.

Write independently on issues connected with Christianity.

Analyze related problems and formulated and express option and opinions.

Use electronic and library resources to search on important issue, local, national as well

as international.

e Demonstrate critical thinking abilities to formulate arguments with material evidences
that prove the case in question.

e The students are also provided with opportunities to visit places of religious importance,

and study the activities therein.
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FIRST YEAR - FIRST SEMESTER

CH 1112 - Introduction to Christian Religious Traditions — 2 Credits

Objectives:
The objectives of the course are:
- To show how Christianity had its origin and growth from Judaism.
- To find out the causes which lead to major divisions in the church in the 11" and the
16" Centuries .A.D.
- To explain the reasons which lead to the emergence of Protestant reformation.
- To explain the various measures taken by the Catholics in reply to the protestant
reformation.

Learning Outcomes:
On successful completion of the course:
- Students would be able to explain how Christianity originated from Judaism.
- Students would be able to identify the causes and propose ways and means to establish
unity among various denominations.
- Students would be able to identify the proposals pointed out in documents of second
Vatican to establish unity among various denominations

Course Content:

01. Link between Christianity and Judaism - 03 Hours
02. Coming of Christ foretold in the Old Testament - 02 Hours
03. Judaism at the Christ - 01 Hour

04. Earliest Christian Tradition as found in the Acts of the Apostles - 03 Hours
05. First split within Christianity — between East and West in 1056 - 03 Hours

06. Second Major split within the Western part of Christendom - 04 Hours

07. Protestant Reformation and the Emergence of Mainline Churches - 04 Hours

08. Counter Reformation and the Council of Trent - 03 Hours

09. Emergence of Pentecostal Churches - 02 Hours

10. Second Vatican Council and the New trends of Christianity - 05 Hours
References:
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YOUNG, J., Christianity, Teach Yourself Series, Hodder Education, London, 1996.

FIRST YEAR - SECOND SEMESTER
CH 1212 — The Study of Christian Scriptures — 2 Credits

Objectives:
The objective of this course is to:
- To explain the various aspects pertaining to the formation of the Bible.
- To introduce the formation of the Bible.
- To introduce the students to the different books of the Bible.
- To introduce the student to the various methods of interpreting the Biblical passages.
- To introduce the students to the overall, Religious, Social, Political, Cultural
background in which the books of the bible were composed.

Learning Outcomes:
On successful completion of the course:

- Students would be able to interpret some passages of the bible early.
- Should be able to identify the important points in interpreting the Bible.
- Should be able to differentiate the various classification of the Bible.

Course Content:

01. An outline glance at the Bible - 01 Hour
02. The books of the Old Testament - 02 Hours
03. The Books of the New Testament - 02 Hours
04. The Proto Canonical and Deutero Canonical Books - 02 Hours
05. Inspiration in the Bible - 06 Hours
06. Literary Forms and the Principles governing the understanding of the message of the

Bible - 06 Hours
07. Oral Traditions and Written Document - 03 Hours
08. Authorship of the Bible - 02 Hours
09. Biblical Hermeneutics - 06 Hours

References:

SAmeaFms, & &., elefleduwd sueming eugevrgy, Hevsomwlen Geueuip, GsmwibLdbgmT, 2000.
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KIZHAKKEYIL, Sebastian & AMMANATHUKUNNEL, Kurian, A Guide to Biblical
Studies, St. Paul’s Publication, Mumbai, 2008.

SECOND YEAR - FIRST SEMESTER

CH 2112 - Jesus and His Mission as Presented by the Evangelists -2 Credits.

Objectives:
The main objective of this course is:

To introduce the students to the various aspects of the personality traits of Jesus.

To discover the person of Jesus and his message as presented by the four evangelist.

To illustrate to students from the four Gospels that Jesus was fully divine and fully human.
To enable students to discover the love and mercy of God for humanity from the events
reported in the Gospels.

Learning Outcomes:
On successful completion of the course:

Students would be able to identify major personality traits of Jesus.

Students would be able to identify the main content of the teachings of Jesus and explain it
to others.

Students would be able to discuss and describe and explain how Jesus as depicted in the
Gospels was fully human and fully divine.

Students would be able to draw inference and give example to describe the love and mercy
of God for humanity.

Course Content : Time

1. The Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John: Authorship, date, purpose - 12 hours
of composition,

2. The circumstances under which the Gospels emerged within the believing - 04 hours
community

3. A comparative outlook of the four Gospels and the elements that - 07 hours
differentiate each Gospel as a unique composition

4. The uniqueness of the Gospel of St. John - 07 hours

Reference:
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Guewi_imd SFHHEBTO FBIS BB, CHL 60 Oeueluip, &Tw ueysd Gewmuiuied Hevsuril,
HmFFgmiueied, 2001.

SECOND YEAR - FIRST SEMESTER
CH 2122 -Old Testament Prophets and their teachings

Objectives:

The objective of this course is:

- To introduce to students to the life and missions of the prophets in the Old Testament.

- To explain to students about the religious social and historic political back ground in which
the prophets exercised their ministry.

- To show the students that the mission of the prophets was, interpreting God is will to the
people according to various circumstances.

- To point out to students that according to the teachings of 2" Vatican council, the church
has prophetic mission of interpreting the kingdom values; in the process it has to encounter
many and varied challenges

Learning Outcomes:
On successful completion of the course:

- Students would be able to explain about the life and mission of the prophets.

- Students would be able to discuss the factors which either facilitated or hindered their
mission.

- Students would be able to describe the meaning of interpretation taking into account
the past, present and the future of a Christian.

- Students would be able to identify the salient points in the teachings of 2" Vatican
council and point out the ways of giving witness to the kingdom values.

Course Content: Time

1.  Prophet and Prophecy in the Old Testament. - 04 hours

2. Major Prophets - Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel. - 13 hours

3. Minor Prophets of the Old Testament— Amos, Jona, Hosea, Joel, Mica, - 08 hours
Malachy, Zachariah

4. The Church is a Prophetic Community as taught by Second Vatican - 05 hours
Council.

References:

SICeurflwiery Gaellwit, <., LT ouif, o1, alelefwuw @f Pupsd, DIMH6TUTEHSE LD6TBLD
HmFFgmiusief, 2005.
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Olgsirement, 1999.
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oL L &6y, 2011.

SehFev auy aflaflalis seval, 1 — 22 QHTLIS6N, Ui LeasL alaledwl Blensowld, GCFerene,
2001.
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BLENKINSOPP, Joseph, A History of prophecy in Israel, Westminster Press, Philadelphia,
1996.
SECOND YEAR - SECOND SEMESTER

CH 2212 - Sri Lankan Church History

Objectives:
The objective of this course is:
- To introduce to students to the key historical events of the Catholic Church in Sri Lanka.
- To explain to students about the activities of the missionaries and the various methods
the used by them to spread the new religion.
- To explain to students about the various methods followed by the Portuguese
missionaries and the education they imparted.
- To describe to students about the socio-cultural and other changes that had taken place
in the Sri Lankan society due to the introduction of Catholicism.
- To explain to students how the native religions encountered Catholicism and other
issues related to its arrival.

Learning Outcome:
At the end of the course:

- Students would be able to able to identify the factors that facilitated and prevented the
expansion and grown of Catholicism during the Portuguese the Dutch and the British
Periods.

- Students would be able to discuss the various missionary methods employed by the
missionaries and evaluate them from positive and negative aspects.

- Students of would be able to discuss the challenges encountered by Buddhism,
Hinduism, Catholicism and other Christian denominations.

- Students would be able to explain the contributions made by the various missionary
groups to lay a firm foundation for future education of Sri Lanka.

Course Content: Time
1. Christian Presence in Sri Lanka before the arrival of the Portuguese: the - 08 hours
socio-political and religious —cultural situation in Sri Lanka at the arrival of
the Portuguese; the arrival of the Portuguese missionaries, expansion of
Catholicism and the missionary methods adopted by them;
2. The arrival of the Dutch and the challenges encountered by Catholics, the - 12 hours
Dutch Reformed Church and the contribution of Rev. Philip Baldaeus,
Oratiorians and their missionary contributions to Catholicism, educational
and philanthropic activities as means of Evangelization during the Portuguese
and the Dutch rule
3. The arrival of the Anglican, Methodist, Wesleyan and the American - 10 hours
missionaries and their missionary activities.

References:
SmurenbmHer, Fr1. ., SpFFmu egeorpms gerfssr, yredlevd FCauflwmi @&mdbamiond
&eosurfl, GaTpbysHHiens, WTpliLmenid, 2007.
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(@QurWuwrriy, udiurdflwr. GCembA 6T, ©HT.), SHWT @6e06vID, WMPLLTesID, 2010.
Cuasngear, Welle, ., slerisa oumpa), 106 Geuafluih, QFHTLTUSLD, WTHLILITERID,
2002.

Perera, S. G., Historical Sketches: Ceylon Church History, Catholic Book Depot, Colombo.

1962.
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Perniola, V., The Catholic Church In Sri Lanka, (Vols. I — XIlI), Tisara prakasakyo Ltd,
Dehiwela.

SECOND YEAR - SECOND SEMESTER

CH 2222 - Christianity and Tamil Culture — 2 Credits.

Objectives:
The objective of this course is:

To define and describe to students the meaning of culture and the sober elements of
Tamil Culture.

To explain to students what has been stated in the 2nd Vatican Council document about
culture and enculturation.

To illustrate to students the importance of making use of cultural elements in imparting
the message of Christ.

To explain to students regarding practical as well as theological problems which are to
be encountered in acculturating Christian teachings, liturgical worship and the ways of
life.

Learning Outcomes:
On successful completion of the course:

Students would be able to define and explain sober elements of Tamil Culture.
Students would be able to explain the salient points found in the 2" Vatican council
documents regarding enculturation.

Would be able to take some practical steps to put into practice some aspects of
enculturation.

Would be able to identify the exact problems which are to be encountered in
implementing enculturation.

Course Content: Time

1.  What is Culture? Culture as taught by the Second Vatican Council? - 05 hours
2. What is inculturalization? - 04 hours
3. Why should the Christian message be inculturalized - 06 hours
4. The problems of inculturalization and challenges encountered - 06 hours
5. Sober elements of Tamil Culture. - 04 hours
6. Church and inculturalization in the past. - 05 hours

Reference:

o Byradwgre, eev., Spabur® @i oWiups, SOLHTH  alealedlw  emmabsEsoa
Hmeudum’ (B mHBlensowld, dlewrgeussd, 2008.

Qeiennd, &., BPBSUE SPPECSTHL (2 OHTGHHB6T), Uil udliusw, CFareme,

2001.

esLiT, 1. Carn., SUPBET HS BPSsans, (utsw 1 — 210 udiy), wrsHerl uHlusd,
oflweyrt, 2013.
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HGeub A6, EHTRI(PHHI., BSCHTVIES BNV QBB LTFOLIALIBEIS6NT, 5HCHTeVHD
LomemTeuT @eTlulD, [HeLeLTWST Mlemeowid, FHHOBevGeus, wimplinmesin, 2001.

IRUDAYAM, 1., Christianity and Tamil Culture, University of Madras, 1997.
THIRD YEAR - FIRST SEMESTER

CH 3112 — Fundamentals of Christian Beliefs - 2 Credits.

Objectives:
The objective of this course is:
- To explain to students the fundamentals of Christian beliefs.
- Toillustrate that in Jesus of Nazareth God became Man.
- To show that the Passion, death and the resurrection of Jesus were historical events.
- To explain to students the nature and the functions of the Church; and the characteristics
the church in One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic.
- To explain the meaning of life and life after death.

Learning Outcomes:
On successful completion of the course:
- Students would be able to explain the fundamentals of Christian faith.
- Students would be able to explain with scriptural basis that the passion, Death and
Resurrection of Jesus were historical events.
- Students would be able to explain the nature and the functions of the church.
- Students would be able to explain what the Christian believe regarding life after death.
- Students would be convinced that the state of life after death would be determined on
how a person lives the kingdom value during one’s earthly life.

Course Content: Time

1. Belief in the Triune God. - 04 hours
2. The Incarnation - God become Man in Jesus of Nazareth. - 06 hours
3. The Death and Resurrection of Jesus of Nazareth - 08 hours
4. The belief in the Holy Spirit. - 06 hours
5. How do we understand the Church as One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic? - 02 hours
6. Life after Death - What does it mean? - 04 hours

Reference:

epreitidyanaw, Gulifls, (Os1G.), Saflisew @mpuiudsear, HNssen SueOEHD,
QFaTeneill LVHMVSHLPHLD, GOFerenet, 2009.

GLm, (O1@.), &HCHTVIEE QmmpLigmns GConigai, (21 udiy), BT
Geuefluiamen - 35, GFetemest, 2013.

wEse  snelsl, (OB1G.), Bvw SGw pHlsms, @Bsw OaeluiGss, HeESnsw
S mHoHIeudH B0, QFesement, 2013.

wflw GLedeven, (OHTG.), HLlaTTeD..., HOWS (Wluewl Blensowid, Hewngeueid, 2012.
gelureosst, opi. Cm., elailaiwupd aisounrs oidamsuns, (alaledw elmba), Yals Leaed
alaledw Blemeowid, GFeaiener, opsevl. 2012 — \Waysufl 2013.
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BSHCHTVISD HIHFFDLILIHT 0MBHHVN FpbBID, HOWH Re0HHe Ut Curenel, SHLODSH
(wliewll  Bleweowlld, dlengeusud, 2012.

NEUNER, J., and DUPUIS, J., The Christian Faith in the Doctrinal Documents of the
Catholic Church, Bangalore, 1987.
THIRD YEAR - FIRST SEMESTER

CH 3122 - The place of the Church and the Sacraments in Christian life — 2 Cr.

Objectives:
The objective of this course is:
- To explain the nature and the mission of the church as expressed in the documents of
Second Vatican Council.
- Toexplain the rights and duties of the laity as expressed in the documents of the Second
Vatican Council.
- Toillustrate with examples the place sacraments in the life of the people.
- To show that sacraments are not mere liturgical celebrations, but they are the means of
receiving God’s grace in a persona’s day to day existence.

Learning Outcomes:
On successful completion of the course:
- Students would be in a position to describe the nature and the missions of the church as
expressed in the Second Vatican Council documents.
- Students would be to encourage and explain to people regarding their rights and duties
in the Church.
- Students would be able to convince others to participate in the administration of
sacraments as they are the sources of receiving Gods grace.

Course Content: Time
1. What is the meaning of the term “Church” in the Second Vatican Council - 03
Documents?
2. The Sacramental Tradition in the Church - Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist - 06
3. Concept of Priesthood within Mainline Churches. -03
4. Ministry and Laity in the Church - 06
5. How do we understand Forgiveness of Sin’ within Church’s Tradition. -04
6. Anointing of the Sick - an explanation. - 02
7. Sacraments are effective Signs - How do we understand them? - 02
Reference:

DLNbD, UTPUHIEGLD DIHMeDL WITemEIS6T, (210 uFy), HBeuTpe] GeuefuibGser 11,
GFetemenr, 2006.

o Byradwgre, eev., Slpadur® @i oWiupss, SOWLHTH  alaledluw  emmabsEsOa]
Hmeudur’_(h mHBlensowd, dlewrgeussid, 2008.

Cumyrm, &. &., UpaiCaImmIWETHT FUWEIE, WFOFBT @evevD, GFeTenet, 1996.

Gxpougney, eten., AP CHGBL FpFFamL, meusmpll UFHILED, Hevi(hdbaeo, 2006.

GymedmIL6v1, ©€bT., SlBaublum®B — 500 Coeiailsend LSOSEHLH Bnmuiie) aflsrssmisErpLo,
(510 udiy), sWps wluesl BHBlmeowD, Hewngeuetd, 2013.

euevemgest Gmall, &., eumpayd eublm®BLo, mBosauTe| Geuefui®, Ggetenss, 2005.
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BSHCHTVISD HIHFFDLILIHT 1DMPHBVN FhdbbID, HOWH Re0HHe Ut Curenel, HLODSH
(wliuewll  Hleweoulld, dlengeusd, 2012.

DULLES, A., Models of the Church: A Critical Assessments of the Church in all its Aspects,
Gill & Macmillan, Dublin, 1983.
THIRD YEAR - SECOND SEMESTER

CH 3212- Christian Approach to Inter- Religious Dialogue - 2 Credits.

Objectives:

The objective of the course is:

- To introduce to students the views expressed in the documents of the 2" Vatican
Council regarding dialogue with other religions.

- To explain to students the need to respect the religious sentiments of all religions to
foster peace and harmony in a country.

- To point out to students that religious fundamentalism would always lead to chaos and
confusion.

- To state that the main purpose of inter- religious dialogue is to learn from experience
and the positive elements exist in other religious.

Students’ Learning Outcome:
At the end of the course:
- Students would be able to discuss the various notions expressed in the documents of the
2" Vatican Council regarding inter-religious dialogue.
- Students would be able to participate in inter-religious dialogue forum and express their
religious experience and learn from the experiences of others.
- Students would be able to point out benefits for the society in conducting and
participating in such activities.

Course Contents: Time

1. The teachings of Main line Churches on Inter-religious Dialogue with - 08 hours
special emphasis on the teachings of 2" Vatican Council.

2. Contemporary situation and religious Pluralism with special reference to - 04 hours
Sri Lanka.

3. Christian approach to other Religions, Religious Understanding and - 04 hours
Fundamentalism.

4. Principles of Inter religious Dialogue. - 04 hours

5. Practical Guidelines for Inter-Religious Dialogue. - 04 hours

6. Asiaand Inter-Religious Dialogue - 06 hours
Reference:

DIDVBTON, 0., LIVFIOUI @SHHIMPLIL], HeUSHmD LHILUBLD, Hewi(hdbameo, 2008.
grprget, CLmdels, 2 sguim gib &Fowl BOgWaND, OLWT @6e06vld, L L SsenLi, 2006.
QF6OUBTHE, &. CUIT., LBEIBEHL Wefls umeoud, Sele uFlusb, QFetene, 2003.
LerougTeet, ., BAenr? munr? mmor?, Usilyersd udlusd, Hmed, 2004.

GLail, g. Gx. (U.), FowipLd BOIISSUPLO, LISOFIOW 2 _MTWITL D LN G (LD, LOFHIEN]T
16, 2007.

wiw  eleiQgar’, 1., 2 agurLed oayf 2 mewey evemiIBuT), GHTPM @606VLD,
GFeemesr, 2008.
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Quewi_imd SFHEBTO FBIS BB, CHL 60 Oeueluip, &Tw Ueysd Gewmuiuied SHevsuril,
HmFFgmiueied, 2001.

CHIA, E., (ed.), Dialogue: Resource Manuel for Catholics in Asia, ISPCK, DELHI, 2002.
THIRD YEAR - SECOND SEMESTER

CH 3222 - Mysticism and Christian Spirituality - 2 Credits

Objectives:
The objective of this course is:
- To introduce the students to various methods of spirituality which have been prevailing
from the time of the Old Testament.
- To introduce the student to the various modes of spirituality practiced by the religious
congregations.
- To introduce the students to the exemplary spirituality life of some individual mystics.
- To convince the students that spirituality is very essential for a meaningful and peaceful
life.

Students’ Learning Outcome:
At the end of the course:

- Students would be able to put into practice, what they have identified as practical
spiritual exercises followed by religious congregations and individuals to enhance their
spiritual life.

- Students would be able to explain and convince others of the necessity of leading
spirituality life to experience real happiness in life.

- Students would be able to discuss and identify the causes for the spiritual decadence and
the prevailing lethargic attitude towards spirituality and morality.

- Students would be able to point out that morality and spirituality are inseparable.

Course Content: Time
1. Christian spirituality as found in the Holy Bible. - 05 hours
2. Rise of Religious Congregations and various modes of living. - 05 hours

3. Life of some Mystics - St. Anthony of the Desert, St. Theresa of Avila, - 12 hours
St. John of the Cross, The Little Flower, St. Francis of Assisi, St. Ignatius
of Loyola.

4. Modern Mystics - Teilhard de Chardin, Thomas Merton, Mother Theresa. - 08 hours

Reference:
DAHCHTNFTLO, 61" L., HISSHUP6T6N Y aNlBL, Heveomwe LFHIUsD, GFerener, 2004.

Bonswrrm, Cxalwn, sweum aurpeaisr ageorm, SentfHwer HmevdbOHTLIUSLD, CFaTene,
2008.

DIMLBHED DTN HMV RVEEWSG L (OBTS.), YENOBLO WaTUTHLL), DL BBV
BMEVGHOHTLTUSBLD, Hlewwi(hbass0, 2008.

Qyemi_md USHSHT FEIS gBBen, CHLev OeueluiB, HTw UeysL Remmuilulsd &svsuril,
HmFFgmiusied, 2001.

AMALOPAVADASS, D. S;, (ed.), Indian Christian Spirituality, NBCLC, Bangalore, 1982.
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AUMANN, J., Christian Spirituality in the Catholic Tradition, Sheed and Ward, London,
1985.
BOUYER, L., Introduction to Spirituality, Liturgical Press, Collegeville, 1961.
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